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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR All Cattle 
Milk Cows

(2 years and
older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 3,307 2,196 2,943 449
1940 2,809 NA 2,114 296
1945 4,604 NA 4,295 333
1950 6,150 2,524 3,192 248
1954 8,328 2,745 3,278 164
1959 7,582 2,359 3,939 226
1964 7,502 2,599 3,012 244
1969 6,921 2,076 2,223 142
1974 10,008 2,077 2,820 41
1978 8,548 2,365 5,307 (D)
1982 12,039 2,370 5,247 (D)
1987 12,079 2,354 2,642 362
1992 9,387 1,599 697 25
1997 7,591 1,552 (D) 165

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 208 195 212

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 1,356 788 2,499
Grains (D) 400 110
Tobacco (D) (D) (D)

Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 147 117 81
Other field crops -- (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons (D) (D) --
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)

Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 552 152 (D)
Forest Products Sold 142 (D) 47

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 5,100 6,744 8,137

Poultry and products (D) 1,909 1,292
Dairy products 3,473 3,575 (D)
Cattle and calves 921 1,167 1,895
Hogs and pigs (D) 87 318
Sheep, lambs and wool -- (D) (D)
Other livestock and          
 products (D) (D) 47

Total income from sales: 6,456 7,532 10,636

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 55 37 41

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 6 39 70 64 15 3 2 199
1978 8 28 77 62 19 1 2 197
1982 4 22 72 47 24 5 2 215
1987 -- 28 58 43 20 7 3 212
1992 15 51 66 41 13 9 -- 195

1997 18 52 71 49 10 8 -- 208
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 99 87 91
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 113 108 117

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -- -- -- --
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 7 8 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 51 42 36
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 50 42 57
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 49 38 45
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 55 65 63
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 55 56 57
NA  Not available.

 

Rev. 1999

POWHATAN
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

In 1777 Powhatan County was formed by taking land from
Cumberland County between the Appomattox and James Rivers.
Named for the powerful Indian Chief Powhatan, the county lies in
Virginia’s Piedmont between the Blue Ridge Mountains and the
Tidewater.

In 1997, Powhatan land in farms totaled 43,088 acres, or 25
percent of the county’s total land area of 174,080 acres.  According
to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 208 farms in the
area, each averaging 207 acres in size and worth an average of
$445,366, including land and buildings.  

The topography of Powhatan County features gently rolling,
hills with elevations ranging from 150 to 400 feet above sea level
with an average annual precipitation of 48 inches.  The climate is
generally mild, as temperatures average 36.6 degrees in January
and 79 degrees in July. 

Powhatan’s natural resources are found in timberland
including pine, and hardwoods.  A total of 76 percent of the county
is classified as timberland.  Abundant water and many varieties of
rock are also present. Principal crops include corn, small grains,
soybeans, tobacco and hay. Livestock include cows (dairy and beef),
poultry and horses.  In 1997, the total market value of agricultural
products in Powhatan was $6.9 million.

The estimated population in 1997 totaled 22,000, a 42
percent increase from the 1990 population of 15,328. 

The county seat is Powhatan Courthouse.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 926 115,233 20.04 17,687 2,539 397 3,901 18,381 55,093
1940 829 104,626 26.19 16,577 -- 7,192 -- -- --
1945 891 111,252 33.97 18,828 3,173 4,985 7,907 14,247 55,916
1950 657 100,185 52.35 13,895 2,894 8,166 5,074 13,157 51,326
1954 599 93,606 71.83 14,836 2,513 8,671 5,189 15,701 43,053
1959 396 80,152 126.01 12,987 2,972 7,676 5,437 9,257 38,237
1964 304 65,253 162.40 12,332 1,620 3,042 7,514 8,389 29,741
1969 220 47,623 252.00 9,636 2,714 5,170 2,451 3,217 12,409
1974 2/ 199 50,687 612.00 12,647 1,076 5,933 2,484 3,073 10,432
1978 198 50,736 892.00 12,376 2,803 6,342 6,111 3,302 16,644
1982 215 57,186 1,307.00 18,121 1,351 6,927 6,210 3,480 18,596
1987 212 57,567 1,448.00 16,418 2,246 8,200 7,534 2,671 18,984
1992 195 43,180 2,032.00 12,312 1,394 5,631 3,464 2,859 15,522
1997 208 43,088 2,280.00 11,867 1,428 6,198 3,572 2,918 15,825
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 591 783 8,795 9,578 413 695 300 3,696
1940 538 NA NA 5,474 430 NA NA 4,335
1945 478 NA NA 4,315 379 NA NA 3,438
1950 363 484 2,190 2,674 271 648 271 1,919
1954* 17 98 528 626 12 1,171 1,013 2,184
1959* 14 148 194 342 7 6 134 140
1964* 2 50 75 125 1 -- 150 150
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 3 NA NA (D) 3 (D) (D) (D)
1982 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 5 88 322 410 3 (D) (D) (D)

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 749 126,666 55 880 NA NA
1950 2/ 181 334,261 37 2,811 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 99,334 40 3,123 NA NA
1959 3/ 8 44,001 8 20,152 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 1 (D) 4 4,116 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 -- 1 4,000 13 47,455
1974 5/ 6/ -- (D) -- -- 3 30,002
1978 5/ 2 (D) -- -- 6 (D)
1982 2 (D) -- -- 2 (D)
1987 2 (D) 2 (D) 3 (D)
1992 2 (D) -- -- 6 (D)
1997 2 (D) 1 (D) 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc

-tion Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 6,878 20.0 137,646 2,845 14.3 40,771 NA NA NA
1940 6,282 24.3 152,659 2,035 15.2 30,945 496 1.6 800
1945 5,333 22.2 118,136 2,296 13.5 30,945 372 4.4 1,654
1950 3,425 34.1 116,676 1,490 26.9 40,031 74 19.5 1,445
1954 2,502 21.8 54,604 1,126 25.9 29,174 44 9.2 405
1959 2/ 2,345 4.7 10,988 1,232 24.9 30,648 377 19.0 7,146
1964 1,536 43.7 67,158 749 42.2 31,619 478 16.7 7,992
1969 1,062 74.3 78,936 568 42.7 24,231 664 22.6 14,982
1974 1,144 62.1 71,032 1,239 34.3 42,501 1,053 19.9 20,956
1978 1,122 72.6 81,416 891 23.8 21,213 350 29.6 10,356
1982 2,114 87.2 184,376 1,096 30.4 33,304 1,701 21.5 36,588
1987 1,016 57.3 58,238 306 40.2 12,302 446 22.9 10,207
1992 1,089 100.0 108,872 682 43.7 29,836 1,022 29.9 30,519
1997 856 90.8 77,693 431 47.8 20,618 1,081 23.6 25,532

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. (D) Data withheld to avoid
disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 147 348 7,294 217 3,654 216 2,352 194 26,294 114 17,273
1940 53 294 6,155 370 9,142 238 3,110 111 9,723 80 10,365
1945 104 427 10,428 435 11,722 182 2,492 115 9,250 72 7,627
1950 21 769 22,545 698 13,981 59 837 26 3,843 12 2,894
1954 5 1,157 39,169 502 23,655 83 1,550 23 4,676 6 1,751
1959 36 814 28,915 763 32,162 60 845 23 4,676 6 1,085
1964 27 293 11,154 928 39,939 34 656 12 1,427 8 362
1969 81 NA NA 623 35,132 4 65 NA 684 2 NA
1974 30 NA NA 461 23,282 24 500 7 NA NA NA
1978 (D) 32 1,373 702 33,492 -- -- (D) 2,444 3 339
1982 NA 31 1,020 699 27,638 NA NA NA (D) (D) (D)
1987 NA 96 2,853 315 16,969 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA 216 15,255 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA 115 9,525 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 5,884 852 1,772 1,002 770 309 246
1940 NA 469 903 233 291 223 246
1945 NA 703 1,669 350 453 219 507
1950 6,820 1,083 2,518 418 515 317 300
1954 NA 1,389 2,475 659 518 986 1,325
1959 NA 1,138 2,910 NA NA NA NA
1964 NA 876 1,895 NA NA NA NA
1969 3,033 228 479 279 386 303 341
1974 3,738 514 1,370 NA NA NA NA
1978 5,702 721 1,983 3,639 6,112 -- --
1982 8,588 1,071 3,346 6,477 9,464 225 465
1987 10,381 1,489 3,587 7,115 10,731 385 576
1992 7,275 1,193 2,547 5,363 8,626 464 1,268
1997 7,249 596 2,726 5,841 11,441 198 275

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

POWHATAN


